Evaluation of the role of craniotomy in developing countries.
A review of 32 cases of craniotomy performed at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre Karachi, over a period of 6 years from January, 1984 to December, 1989 is presented. Total number of deliveries during this period were 37,682. Frequency of craniotomy was 0.08% i.e., 1 in 1177 deliveries. Of these 32 craniotomies, 28 were done on non-deformed dead fetus, 16 because of obstructed labour, 7 in cases of after coming head of breech and 5 in failure to progress in second stage of labour. Four cases were of live hydrocephalic fetus in whom cephalocentesis was done followed by craniotomy due to failure to progress in labour. Maternal morbidity was 12.5% with no maternal death. We conclude that it is safe and quicker than caesarean section in selected cases. Though unpleasant to perform, is of great relief to the patient and her family.